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Abstract

This study aimed to explore factors on the study selection in higher education
(undergraduate and graduate school levels) of students in upper northern Thailand. The sample
group consisted of 100 undergraduate students and 400 sixth year secondary school students in
upper northern provinces: Chiang Rai , Chiang Mai , Nan , Phayao , Phrae , Mae Hong Son ,
Lampaun , Lamphun and Uttaradit. They were obtained by stratified random sampling and the
formula of Taro Yamane. A set of questionnaires was used for data collection and analyzed by
using descriptive statistics, t-test and ANOVA.

Results of the study revealed that teaching and learning materials had on effect on the
selection to study in higher education most. This was followed by curriculum, location, lecturer,
market promotion, and school image, respectively. This conformed to a study putting the
importance on all factors at a high level. Most of the respondents had a personal goal in their
decision — making to pursue study for job security and prestige. Besides, it was found that they
chose to study at a famous university although it was not near their domicile. This was in contrast
to results of the other study which put the importance on studying near domicile — Also, it was
found that relationships between sex, grade point average, and finely monthly incomes had no effect
on the decision — making to pursue study of the respondents. Hence , results of the study reflects
the importance of a factors having an effect on the selection to pursue study of the respondents.
This depended on quality and standard education convincing trustworthiness of students to pursue

their study.

Keywords : higher education , sixth year secondary school students , undergraduate students
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